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Figurative language in poems 
Figurative language is one of the most important aspects of poetry, authors use this language to persuade, and create deeper connections. In this paper were going to discuss figures of speech such as similes, metaphors, personification, and symbolism, etc. I will explore different poems such as the, a blessing by James Wright the confounding by Steve Sanfield and others 
Personification 
Personification is simply defined as giving human qualities to animals or inanimate objects. The poem "A blessing" authored by James Wright is a perfect example that uses personification to give meaning to the element of the poem. This poem shows perfectly the connection between man and nature. The second line of the poem perfectly depicts the use of personification. “Twilight bounds softly forth on the grass.”  According to this poem, twilight is a natural occurrence. The author uses the words bound and soft to give a description of the light on the grass. The natural occurrence "Twilight" doesn't have legs and cannot be bound from place to place. It is not also possible to physically touch twilight to feel its softness (James Wright, 99).
Another situation where the author uses personification in the poem is in the following stanza
“And the eyes of those two Indian Ponies
Darken with kindness 
They have come gladly out of the willows
To welcome my friend and me.”
The author uses personification to give a description of the bond that exists between man and horses. The word kindness in this scenario is used to represent personifications. We use an inhuman object which is a horse which is given the character of a human being which is kindness. The other personification in this stanza of the poem is presented by the world "gladly" (James Wright, 99). As we have noted the horse is not capable of being a human being and thus cannot be glad. This part of the poem is giving a description of nature- nature concept and the connection between nature and man.  
Personification is also present in the poem “at home in the world for Beverly Lowry” the first line in the stanza completely shows how the author gives dreams the characteristics of human beings (Rosemary Catacalos, 15). He gives the dream some walking characteristics, using personification in this poems sparks imagination while, and help you visualize the situation. Personification also sparks the right emotions for the poem. 
The author also uses personification to show how the great importance of a dream, he likens the dream to "the silence of an old man husking peanuts" (Rosemary Catacalos, 15). He gives silence the attributes of a human being. The process of husking is not simple, one must work in order to achieve his or her dream, the author uses silence to create an image to the author that a dream lives inside the heart of someone, it doesn’t have the characteristics to talk, but its impact on someone's life is notable. A dream can help you accomplish even a difficult task such as husking peanuts.
There is another instance of personification in the poem, in the second stanza the author writes “the dream is a pure necessity. For what are the givens if not that we give everything it gives, whatever it takes?  There are bombs in innocent places” (Rosemary Catacalos, 15). The author gives the places some human characters of innocence. In this stanza, the author gives us the aspect of how a dream is important to human, and for everyone to achieve you must give everything. You are supposed to channel all the energy and sacrifice more. "There are bombs in innocent places" according to my understanding expect to face challenges along the way. Using a bomb and giving innocence to a place can also give us a picture that you might find challenges where you least expected them.
Personification is also present in the poem the confounding, a Paiute tale to be told aloud which is authored by Steve Sanfield. This is one of the tales that have been told for hundreds of years. This tale is full of personification; the author has given the gods the attributes of talking which are only present in human beings. In the first stanza,” when the earth was made went to all the animals and asked what do you want?” (Steve Sanfield, 276-279) Though the gods are the supreme power in the world no one has evidence that they speak in the languages of human. The author uses this kind of personification to show that the earth had an origin and the gods had the supreme power over everything. It also shows that the Gods where very kind because they gave each person the chance to choose what he wanted to be.
The kind of personification is shown by giving the animals the attribute to speak, in the second stanza the birds speak to the gods and gives their own wishes, they said “we want to fly with grace in the blueness of the sky” and then gods said that they would make all the birds and the sky shall be your home. Fish said “we want to swim in with grace in the coolness of the water” then the gods granted their wish. The other animals suggested that they want to move with grace upon the land so that they can be able to climb the mountains and run through the valleys then the gods granted their wish and made them into animals. This case happened to everyone on the earth, the gods granted the wish to human beings and animals, everything was perfect (Steve Sanfield, 276-279).  All the living things chose the form they would take and the kind of life they would lead. Many animals spoke the same language. The author also personifies how the animals lived “they danced and sang together”, “each day they gathered at the great council of living things.” The author uses personification to show the peace and tranquility that existed in the past; it would be the admiration of each person today to see how people could interact with the animals in one language, dance together and even eat together.
The final place where the author personifies is when he talks about the unupit. After coyote failed to go to the council, he stayed away from the bush; he was tired of the company, eating grass and roots because they were tasteless when coyote sleep the author shows how the Unupit tempted him to each fresh by putting it on his mouth (Steve Sanfield, 276-279). The author uses this situation to signify greed of human being that led to suffering, he had ill thoughts and never wanted to be among others. Unupit also broke the rules of the land by eating fresh.  
Similes
A simple definition of a simile is a comparison between two seemingly unrelated things that upon analysis have common qualities. One of the greatest importance of this figure of speech is that it helps spark the imagination of the audience while getting information across, the audience is able to picture the scene in their heads. In our first poem “A blessing” authored by James Wright. We have a scenario where he uses a simile,
“And the light breeze more me to caress her long hair,
That is delicate as the skin over a girl’s wrist 
Suddenly I realize 
That I stepped out of my body I would break into blossom” (James Wright, 99).
As evident in the second line, we cannot that there is a simile by the use of the word "as" the author is comparing the horse years to a girls wrist, the man is catapulted into almost a sentimental mood. The author does not only compare it to any wrist but he uses a girl’s delicate wrist.
 A home in the world for Beverly Lowry also uses a simile in the second line by portraying how the dream comes and grows. “The dream is of something coming, growing as the heart does in love"(Rosemary Catacalos, 15). The author has used this simile to give the audience, what they can relate to. At some point everyone might have fallen in love, the process is gradual but it starts with the small felling then grows as times goes by.  The author is perfectly creating an image in the mind of the audience. When you want to achieve you must have a dream, your dream must start from your heart, to be able to grow you must be able to put some effort.
Metaphors
The author of the poem “at home in the world” also uses metaphors in his poem in his last stanza “which is why we are hard on heels, saying always. If these things are true, then so is the dream, why hold the dream out like a mismatched gift, but a gift even so” (Rosemary Catacalos, 15). The use of the world like in the poem shows the use of the metaphors. According to my understanding, a mismatched gift is something that is unsuitable for someone. The author uses a metaphor to show that he goes against the misuse of the dream.
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